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attractions of each. The principal all-night
house, in tone and price, was the Royal Saloon,
Piccadilly. It was famous for its cuisine, its
cellar, and its women. The women were per-
sonally invited by the management, and no
others were allowed to enter. The "Baron,5' I
remember, found it a "somewhat scandalous"
place, and if this widely experienced Victorian
found it "somewhat scandalous" in comparison
with some of the extraordinary "Introducing
Houses" which he so freely and casually des-
cribed later in the book, then it must have been
a house that would have sent the broad-minded
Watch Committees of 1934 into a swoon. Other
prominent all-night houses of the West End
were the "Baron's" own Garrick's Head; the
Coal Hole, the Finish, the New Crockford's,
the Elysium, the Windmill Saloon, and the
Adelphi Shades. Across the river were a score
of others, among them the New Inn, the Surrey
Coal Hole, the Victoria Saloon, the Jim Crow,
and Astley's Wine and Supper Rooms. There
were also the saloons and foyers of the theatres,
which were public rendezvous of a kind against
which the Empire Promenade of the nineties
was a Dorcas Meeting.
In all these Victorian night-resorts, those of
fashion and those of the working classes, supper
entertainments, not then made exotic by the
word cabaret, were a regular feature; indeed, BO